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Resolution Time 

We are officially in that time of year in which we make resolutions. A resolution is “a 
firm decision to do or not to do something”. Simply put, it is a commitment to follow 
through with a decision. No matter how difficult it may be to complete, it is to stick 

with it until it is complete. 

I am no longer a person that makes New Year’s resolutions. I have made a few New 
Year’s resolutions over the years. To eat better. To exercise. To learn something 
new. The same thing happens though, I fail at my New Year’s resolutions. Then I 

wonder why I even tried in the first place. 

I generally find that I make more solid decisions to commit to doing or not doing 
something when a time crunch is not involved. It turns out this is the more biblical 
approach to making decisions. Jesus taught about making oaths in Matthew 5:33-37. It 
was a common practice in the first century to make a great show of how committed 
one was to a decision. The person would swear on different items, such as the in-

cense on the altar in the temple, that they would follow through on the oath. 

Jesus commands us to stop this nonsense. He said, “Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ 
or ‘No’; anything more than this comes from evil” (Matthew 5:37). Such a simple way 
to live. To say what we mean and to mean what we say. There is no need to dress it 
up. To make ourselves sound so committed to what we are doing, even when we 
know there is a good chance we may make an excuse to get out of something. To do 

more than just keep our word is to act out of what is evil. 

We are to be true to our word. Just as the Lord is true to His Word (1 Corinthians 
1:9). God doesn’t lie (Numbers 23:19; Hebrews 6:18). The Word of God is the 
source of which Jesus is commanding us to be honest and to hold integrity in our 
promises. We have no reason to dress up what we are saying or attempting to do. 

We are to imitate the Lord. 

Everything the Lord has stated He would do has come to be. That is the promise of 
the gospel. The truth that Jesus lived for, died for and has redeemed all who trust 
Him as Lord and Savior (John 3:16; Romans 6:23). The gospel is sufficient not because 
of the goodness of man, but because of the integrity of the Lord (Romans 5:8; Ephe-

sians 2:8-9). 

This year, let’s allow our yes to be yes and our no to be no for the glory of God. Not 
because of a tradition of starting the year off by making commitments that we may or 
may not keep. Instead, let us imitate our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by doing what 
He has commanded us to do by being people of our word through being people of 

His Word. 
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Greeters ~ ~ ~ 

1st week  Jim Flesch / Jenelle Larson  

2nd week  Marsha Weeks / Joyce Sabin 

3rd week  Kim Crisman / Kelli Beck 

4th week  Val Parsons / Connie Sitorius 

5th week Sara Coleman & boys 

(See Kelli Beck or Marsha Weeks to volunteer) 

 

Nursery ~ ~ ~ 

Jan 1  Alisa Crown 

Jan 8  Connie Schweitzer 

Jan 15  Dawn Urman 

Jan 22  Kelly Peterson 

Jan 29  Cor Peterson 
(See Kelly Peterson to volunteer) 

Financial Report  ~ ~ ~ 
 

Budget for the Year:   $166,528.52                     

Fiscal Year ends 2/28/23 

Offerings Received for 10 months:  

   $ 108,837.07  

Expenditures Paid for 10 months:                       

   $ 122,383.23   

 

Birthdays  ~ ~ ~ 

Janie Vogel  Jan 2 

Sara Coleman  Jan 10 

Willard Kuhlman Jan 16 

Carolyn Gant  Jan 18 

Alisa Crown  Jan 26 

Mick Peterson  Jan 28 

 

 

Youth Ministry 

Starting in February of 2022, First Baptist Church of Gothenburg restarted our youth ministry. The fourth Sunday 

of each month there was a Youth Gathering held. In September we changed to meeting every Sunday evening 

from 6:30-8:30 PM. There are games and snacks, but the primary purpose is a Bible Study. Ryan and Karman 

Keith and Dan and Dawn Urman lead the ministry. 

The purpose of the ministry is to be a safe place for Junior High and High Schools to meet, interact with others 

and learn the Word of God. We started out by doing an overview study of the entire Bible. Looking at how the 

Bible came to be, the overall structure, types of literature and what each book of the Bible is about. Only meet-

ing once a month at first caused this study to take four months. 

After looking at what the overall purpose of the Bible is, we transitioned into studying the Bible. We began with a 

verse by verse study of the book of Philippians. This took us up to our Christmas break. We will come back from 

the break and begin to study the book of Jonah. 

The favorite games of the youth have been Death Ball (ask a youth about it), Bunker Dodgeball, Wrecked & Re-

deemed and good, old kickball. 

We average around 10 students per Sunday at this time. We look forward to growing at the pace that the Lord 

leads us. 

We desire to begin to challenge the students more and more. One of those ways is through missions. We are 

looking into a mission’s trip this summer. It may be a local mission’s trip or possibly going to Mexico. 

Thank you for the support and encouragement that the body known as First Baptist Church has given this minis-

try and the youth of our community. 



MONTHLY SCHEDULE 
 

Jan 5 Women’s Council meet 1:30 pm 

Jan 8 Christian Ed meeting—noon 

Jan 8 Missionary visit—Dan Wahlgren 

Jan 9 Management Finance—6:30 pm 

Jan 9 Elder Board—7 pm 

Jan 15 Worship Watchcare meeting 

Jan 22 Fellowship Outreach meeting

  

   

 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

 
Sun. Worship Service—9:45 am 

 Sunday School—11:00 am 

 Youth Gathering—6:30 pm 

 

Mon Moms in Prayer—9:00 am 

 Ladies Bible Study - (1Peter) 6:30 pm 

 

Wed. Men’s Bible Study—6 am at Hospital 

 Ladies Bible Study ( 1 Peter) 1:30 pm                             

 Sparks (K-2nd grades) - 6:30 pm 

1002 Ave C 

Gothenburg, NE 69138 

 

 

 

 

Budget Requests Needed 
 

Each commission needs to meet in January 
to review what they have spent and present 
Management Finance with requests for the 
coming fiscal year that begins March 1st.  
They will then meet to put together the   
total church budget that will be voted on at 
the Annual meeting in March. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Missionary Visit January 8th 

Dan Wahlgren with TWM will join us for 
our morning service and use the Sunday 
School hour to give an update to the adult 
classes.   

Dan grew up in this church and over the 
years has built Table in the Wilderness,   
at Centennial, WY, into a many faceted  
ministry.  Come hear all about it! 


