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Prayer Requests: 

 

Nation & Leaders 

War in Ukraine 

Elections 

Drought/ Fire Conditions 

 

Church Family 

 

Health: 

Carolyn Gant 

Virginia Hudson 

Karen Conley 

Jack Kniss 

Dick & Jody Nelson 

 

 

Ministries:                        

VBS planning 

Bible Studies 

Monthly Youth Gathering 

Bible Camps 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 2022 

Perfectly Designed 

 

One of the unique truths of the Christian faith is that we were designed perfect-
ly. This truth is shared in Genesis 1:26-27. Not only did God create us and say 
that we were “good,” but He created us in His own image with a great purpose. 
Mankind’s purpose is to care for the Lord’s creation. To care for all of the ani-
mals, land and everything around us. We were designed perfectly. The sin of 
mankind ruined the perfect design. Therefore, from time to time we seem to no 

longer be content to care for the world, and instead we want to rule it. 

That is why Saul was chosen to be king of the Israelites in 1 Samuel 9. That was 
not God’s design. God’s design was for Him to be king over His people. But the 
people of Israel wanted a king like every nation around them had. Even after be-
ing told that the kings of Israel would exploit them, they still wanted to be like 

everyone else. 

The desire for an earthly king is seen in the book of Judges. In Judges 8:22 the 
people told a Judge of Israel named Gideon to rule over them. He had just saved 
the Israelites from the oppressive rule of the Midianites. So they asked him to be 
their king. Gideon responds in Judges 8:23: “I will not rule over you, and my son 
will nor rule over you; the Lord will rule over you.” Gideon gave the greatest 
response anyone ever could have. He knew the design. So he told them no. He 
wouldn’t become king. His son wouldn’t become king. Because the Israelites al-

ready had a king: the Lord. 

Sometimes we, as Christians, are seeking a design that is different than the per-
fect one God has created us for. Sin will do that to our vision. It will cause every-
thing to be skewed and distorted. In those moments the gospel, the truth of Je-
sus’ redeeming work, can seem insignificant and insufficient. When we are in 
those moments we want something different. Maybe even something that we see 

someone around us has. 

The truth is God designed us perfectly. The gospel is perfectly sufficient to cover 
our sin. We will have moments in which we think life is not fair and God is not 
doing enough. These are the moments we must return to the Truth of the Word 
of God. We are reminded continually that God loves us perfectly. His perfect 
love is on full display by the redemptive work of Jesus Christ (Romans 5:8). We 
have absolutely no need of an earthly king or an alternative gospel. We have the 
Truth and the Truth has set us free (John 8:31-32). 

May 10th 



Missionary of the Month—Paul & Janet Harkenss (Awana) 
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Ministry & Equipping Highlights: 

Churches are wrapping up their Club minis-

tries for the year in April and May. They are 

thankful for the outreach into their communi-

ties they have had through Awana. We have the 

honor of attending three Awards Night celebra-

tions this year.  

We represented Awana at the Nebraska Associ-

ation of Regular Baptist Churches in Gretna in 

April. We had many conversations with pastors 

and church leaders about the rapidly changing 

culture and the urgency for effective child disci-

pleship.  

The Resilient Discipleship topic is picking up 

steam. Thankful for the opportunities to have such conversations with pastors and church leaders.  

Praise & Prayer Requests: 

Pray for Awana Clubs as they wind down for this season and look ahead to the fall.  

Pray for churches as they plan for summer children's ministry.  

Praise for good medical treatment, I (Paul) came through my heart procedure in February in good 

shape. I am feeling so much better!  

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations  

To 

Gracie White 

Daughter of Jake & Jakeh White 
 

 

VBS Plans—Mark Your Calendar 
 

“Zoomerang, Returning to the 

Value of Life” is the theme.   

  Three evenings—July 25-27.   

Julie Czochara is the director.  

Watch for information about how 

you can be involved soon. 
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Nursery Volunteers ~ ~ ~ 

May 1  Connie Schweitzer 

May 8  Cor Peterson  

May 15  Holly Ballmer  

May 22  Marsha Weeks   

May 29  Kelly Peterson 
(See Kelly Peterson to volunteer) 

 

Greeters ~ ~ ~ 

1st week   Jim Flesch  

2nd week  Marsha Weeks / Joyce Sabin 

3rd week  Kim Crisman / Kelli Beck 

4th week  Val Parsons / Connie Sitorius 

5th week Sara Coleman & boys 

(See Kelli Beck or Marsha Weeks to volunteer) 

Financial Report  ~ ~ ~ 
 

Budget for the Year:   $166,528.52                     

Fiscal Year ends 2/28/23 

Offerings Received for 2 months:  

   $23,684.50  

Expenditures Paid for 2 months:                       

   $22,322.57 

Birthdays  ~ ~ ~ 
 

 

Rick Crown  May 15 

Hannah Keith  May 17 

Jake Petersn  May 18 

Kendra Mercer May 20 

Elijah Urman  May 21 

Ryan Keith  May 28 

Caleb Coleman  May 31 

 

Anniversaries  ~ ~ ~ 

Rick & Alisa Crown May 24 

Jake & Kelly Peterson May 27 

 

 

 



MONTHLY SCHEDULE 
 

May 1 Christian Ed meeting—noon 

May 5 Woman’s Council—1:30 pm 

May 8 Mothers Day 

May 8 GHS Graduation 

May 9 Management Finance—6:30 pm 

May 9 Elder Board—7 pm 

May 10 NE Primary Election 

May 15 Worship Watchcare meeting 

May 15  Naomi’s Supper 

May 22 Fellowship Outreach meeting 

May 22 Youth Gathering—6:30 pm 

May 30 Memorial Day 

 

   WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

 
   

Sun. Worship Service—9:45 am 

 Sunday School—11:00 am 

Mon. Moms in Prayer—8:30 am 

                 Ladies Bible Study—6:30 pm 

 (Acts Precept Study)  

Tues. Ladies Bible Study—6:30 pm 

 (Through the Bible) 

Wed. Men’s Bible Study—6 am 

 Ladies Bible Study—1:30 pm 

 (Galatians) 
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Camp Scholarships Available 
 

First Baptist wants to see our youth par-

ticipate in a Bible camp this summer.   

We have camp scholarships available to 

help them “earn” points toward the cost of 

camp.  Return the scholarship form ( lo-

cated at the Welcome Center) to the 

church office for reimbursement once reg-

istered for a camp.  We also want to make sure that any child needing further finan-

cial assistance be able to attend camp has it.  Please contact  Pastor Dan or an elder if 

this is a need.  Funds are available to make sure each of our kids are able to experi-

ence Bible camp this summer. 


