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We live life in seasons. Some seasons are very joyful, some are like living
on autopilot and others are very difficult. We, the congregation known as
First Baptist Church of Gothenburg, Nebraska ended the year in a very difficult season. I would say that all of Gothenburg ended the year in a hard
season. COVID was affecting many families, there were many deaths and
the holiday season of celebration was upon us.
For many of us, we did not feel like celebrating when so much pain, illness
and grief was upon us. But as Christians, we always have a reason to rejoice. No matter how difficult the moment, our hope is not in this world.
Our hope forever rests in the eternity because of the redeeming work of
Jesus Christ. The truth that He lived for us, He died for us and He has restored the broken relationship between perfect God and sin-filled man.
This is the hope that does not change with the culture, the hope isn’t affected by the media, this hope rest in the Lord alone. So we have great
reason to celebrate, for we live for the Lord and not this world.
That doesn’t mean that in those difficult seasons we don’t hurt. We will
hurt. We will grieve. We will be frustrated. We will endure some really
hard times. So, what do we do as the body of Christ. We stand together.
The Apostle Paul tells us the young church in Corinth that “if one member
suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together”
(1 Corinthians 12:26). We live life together. Even when life is hard. We are
to jump into the messiness of emotions with others. And we are to allow
others to come into our mess as well. That means laying aside pride.
Trusting that the body of Christ is united.
For many of our body, grieving is the season that we are in. So let’s be the
body of Christ. We need to learn to grieve with others well. Whether we
are the one who is grieving or the one who is seeking to be with the one
grieving. We need to be willing to trust others to be together during this
difficult time. As Christians, we always have hope. We need that reminder
and we need it often. So, jump into the mess of one another’s life. In the
hard seasons and the joyful seasons. No matter what.

2021
Christmas Program

Karen Conley got to visit Santa at
Hilltop Estates in December.
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Missionaries of the Month—Doug & Stephanie Lewis
We started 2021 living in Banyo, Cameroon. We enjoyed worshipping with Believers there and being part
of the community. When Doug's Mom's health was declining, we adjusted plans, packed up the house, said
goodbye to friends and traveled to another city in Cameroon on our way out of the country. God gave us
a pause as we both tested positive with mild cases of COVID, and we needed to recover before being allowed to travel internationally. We arrived in Omaha, NE, in time to help Mom move to the nursing home
and get settled. Visiting her became a part of our daily routine when we were in town. Doug passed his
veterinary exam for ACVPM certification, and we traveled to visit 15 churches and many friends along the
way. Mom went to be with Jesus in October, we enjoyed special family time as we celebrated her life.

We recently visited Chicago and
St. Louis to spend time with our
children. It was such a blessing
and joy to be together. In Chicago, our son, John, works from
home for an international marketing firm and spends all day on
the computer. His wife, Megan,
works at Starbucks, and also is
finishing her bachelor’s degree in
social work. In St. Louis, our
daughter, Rebecca, works as a
nurse, and her husband, James,
works for the Boeing company.
We thank the Lord for our family.

The situation in Cameroon remains the same, still tense in Takui village. After more than four years,
the conflict continues to grind on with no peace in sight. Yet, churches are meeting and the Gospel is being
proclaimed. We have regular contact with friends in Cameroon. It is not possible for us to return to Takui,
so we are looking at other options in the safer part of Cameroon. We continue to seek the Lord about
whether we will return to Cameroon or not. We have been somewhat unsettled since we left Takui in
August of 2018. This has given us a better understanding of being sojourners on this earth! Thanks for
your prayers that the Lord will clearly guide our future.
Doug & Stephanie Lewis
Converge
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Financial Report ~ ~ ~

Nursery Volunteers ~ ~ ~

Budget for the Year: $140,112.96
Fiscal Year ends 2/28/22
Offerings Received for 10 months:
$119,041.88
Expenditures Paid for 10 months:
$128,212.94

Jan 9
Jan 16
Jan 23
Jan 30

Birthdays ~ ~ ~

Jan 2

Virginia Hudson / Jim Flesch

Jan 9

Marsha Weeks / Joyce Sabin

Jan 16

Kim Crisman / Kelli Beck

Jan 23

Volunteers needed

Jan 30

Volunteers needed

Jan 2
Jan 10
Jan 16
Jan 18
Jan 26
Jan 28

Janie Vogel
Sara Coleman
Willard Kuhlman
Carolyn Gant
Alisa Crown
Mick Peterson

Cor Peterson
Alisa Crown
Jody Nelson
Karen Sitorius

Greeters ~ ~ ~

(See Kelli Beck or Marsha Weeks to volunteer)

Christmas Party-December 19th

1002 Ave C
Gothenburg, NE 69138

MONTHLY SCHEDULE
Jan 6
Jan 9
Jan 10
Jan 12
Jan 16
Jan 23
Jan 30

Women’s Council—10:30 am
Kids Sunday School Party 12 pm
Management Finance—6:30 pm
Elder Board—7 pm
Worship Watchcare meeting
Fellowship Outreach meeting
Draw for secret sister begins

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Sun.
Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Worship Service—9:45 am
Sunday School—11:00 am
Moms in Prayer—8:30 am
Ladies Bible Study—6:30 pm
(Acts Precept Study) 1/17/22
Moms2Moms
1st Tues @ 9:30-11:30 am
3rd Tues @ 6-8 pm
Ladies Bible Study—6:30 pm
(Through the Bible)
Awana Sparks—6:30-8 pm

Sign up on the Bulletin Board.
Names will be drawn 1/30 and 2/6. You
will pray for and encourage you secret sister through August 7th.
A special reveal time will be scheduled.

Tonight we celebrate that we have lived yet another year wrapped in Thy warm embrace.
Throughout this past year, Thy love has sustained us. We ask that, in the year to come,
Thou guide us along the straight and narrow path to Thy love. Amen.
As I enter the New Year, I take God to be my Father; Jesus Christ to be my Saviour; the
Holy Spirit to be my Guide; the Bible to be the rule of my life; Christian people to be my
associates; Christian work my duty and privilege. Unknown

